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Winery of the Month


2001 Talisman Sonoma Coast ‘Thorn Vineyard’ Pinot Noir $38 
http://www.talismanwine.com/talis_01_thorn_pn.html --tasting notes--
Winemaker Scott Rich has crafted a fantastic Pinot Noir. The 2001 Thorn Vineyard Pinot noir possesses many of the enigmatic qualities that make Pinot Noir so interesting. The nose is reminiscent of blueberry tart, briar, and black pepper. It possesses a firm structure, but there is also a delicate elegance melded with an alluring wild note sometimes found in great red Burgundies.  

2001 Talisman Russian River Pinot Noir $34
http://www.talismanwine.com/talis_01rrpn.html  --tasting notes--

Notes of black cherries, spice, and vanilla in the mouth, a hint of well-integrated oak on the nose. The fruit melds with spice and fine-grained tannins. The texture becomes velvety with air and gives way to a smooth, cool finish. Another knock out of a Pinot Noir. Bravo! 

We actually called Scott and ordered these wines before we had written our wine notes!

The Wine Profilers:

Renegade Wines along with the FisHouse hosted our 2nd Blind Tasting event with Wine & Dine publications - http://www.wineanddinesb.com - Our theme was Chardonnays from California. In brief, the 2002 Truchard Carneros Chardonnay took first place, while the 2001 Tandem Sangiacomo Chardonnay was the night’s runner up. For complete notes, written up by Gabe Saglie,  please pick up a copy of Wine & Dine.

New Arrivals:

Chardonnay / Misc Whites


· 03 Shafer Red Shoulder Ranch Chardonnay $38
· We were so impressed by the 2002 vintage that we opened a bottle of the 2003 as soon as it arrived…and we were not disappointed! Where the 2002 vintage was a bit sharper in character, the 2003 is a bit bigger, rounder, and better balanced. A wonderful wine!
· 02 Babcock Grand Cuvee Chardonnay $28
· 03 Rudd Napa Valley Sauvignon Blanc $27.50
· 03 Alban Central Coast Viognier $21
· We believe this has to be one of the best, most consistent viogniers in California.  The consensus is that this vintage rivals his great 1998 viognier.  
· 02 Tablas Creek Vineyards Rousanne $25
· If you like Rhone varietals, this is one that should not be missed. This is Rousanne at its best. Great with seafood!
Pinot Noir

· 03 Ambullneo ‘Bulldog Reserve’ Pinot Noir $76
· Burghound Review: Very ripe but not surmature but despite the ripeness, there is a certain reserve to the nose that suggests that there is more potential that what the nose is currently revealing. The flavors are also quite ripe but not flashy or obvious and while there is obvious warmth from the 14.5% alcohol, the flavors carry it effortlessly. There is almost a chalky, slightly dusty quality to the finish with fine persistence. This could be drunk now with pleasure or aged for a few years.
· 03 Drew Gatekeepers Pinot Noir $26 
· 03 Drew Julia’s Pinot Noir $33
· 02 La Vie Vineyards ‘Vigna Monte Nero’ Pinot Noir $21
· 02 Foxen Julia’s Pinot Noir $38
Cabernet Sauvignon / Cabernet Blend / Merlot

· 02 Plumpjack Cabernet Sauvignon $59
· 02 Caymus Special Select Cab. Sauvignon (due Mar 09) very limited
· 02 Pahlmeyer Merlot $92.50
· 02 Rudd Oakville Estate Cabernet Sauv. $86 Parker 95, WS 95-100 –7 in stock
· 01 W.M. Harrison Napa Cabernet Sauvignon $33
Spain

· 03 Tres Ojos Old Vines Granacha $7.50

· 02 Finca Sobreno $15

· 02 Numanthia Toro $59.50

Port

· 97 Fonseca Vintage Porto $78 

Things To Keep in Mind:

This month everything in our Bargain Rack is 30-45% off. Really!  Some of the labels there at the moment include Pezzi King, Carhartt, Ojai Vineyards, Adelaida, Carmel Road, Chateau Woltner, Keenan, Fisher, Domaine Drouhin, Iron Horse, and many other. Come down and have a look.

Some of the wines listed above are extremely limited. Prices are good for wines in stores and are available on a first come-first served basis.

Thank You for your support,

 

Frank Crandall

Stephen Wayne
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